O that will be glory for me,
Glory for me, glory for me.
When by His grace, I shall
look on His face, That will
be glory, be glory for me.
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Our Light Afflictions
“For we know that the whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together
until now Romans 8:22. What a depressing
way to introduce the theme of our light
affliction which will lead to everlasting
glory! However, the daily news confirms
the growing reality of those foreboding
words. Human trauma and death present a
dismal story. Some ask, “Why does a God
of love and power not intervene?”
In the turbulent history of planet Earth, only
two people were originally innocent. There
was Adam, and there was the Lord Jesus
Christ - the last Adam. “And as it is written,
the first man Adam was made a living
soul; the last Adam was made a
quickening Spirit” 1 Corinthians 15:45.
However, before innocence could reveal
perfection, it had to be tested.
The first Adam miserably failed his test.
He chose to disobey God and obey Satan.
“Know ye not,” wrote Paul, “that to whom
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?” Romans 6:16. It was a
catastrophic decision when Adam yielded
to Satan’s temptation and became the
servant of Satan. Then he forfeited his
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custodial care (‘dominion’) of planet Earth,
with which God had entrusted him (Genesis
1:26), and in so doing, Satan became “god of
this world” 2 Corinthians 4:4.
Let us never blame God for the terror and
turbulence that has existed in this world
ever since Adam fell. One day this
turbulence will be reversed. It will be when
the Lord Jesus Christ, as Kinsman
Redeemer, takes over the judicial,
legislative and executive control of this
world.
So, when the Lord “has put all enemies
under His feet” 1 Corinthians 15:25, the dead in
Christ will be vivified; the wrath of God
upon Christ-rejecters will be justified; the
anti-Christ will be undeified; evil will be
nullified; mankind will be pacified; this
world will be beautified; the Bible will be
verified and Jesus will be satisfied!
The last Adam – the Lord Jesus Christ was
never less than God, but at His birth in
Bethlehem, He condescended to become an
innocent baby. When His innocence was
tested, He proved His perfection. “Though
He were a Son, yet learned He obedience
by the things which He suffered” Hebrews
5:8.
“For we have not an High Priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin”
Hebrews 4:15.
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As God, the Lord Jesus Christ had three
begettings:
- He was begotten in the eternal womb of
the eternal Father. “No man hath seen God
at any time; the only begotten Son, which
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath
declared Him” John 1:18.
- He was also begotten in the womb of the
Virgin Mary; “the Holy Spirit shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that
Holy thing which shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God” Luke 1:35.
“God contracted to a span, incomprehensibly
made man” Charles Wesley.
- “Jesus Christ . . . the first begotten from
the dead” Revelation 1:5. Satan could not
seduce Him; Death could not destroy Him;
the Grave could not hold Him. When Mary
came to the empty tomb looking for the
body of Jesus, the angel said, “Why seek ye
the living among the dead? He is not here,
but is risen” Luke 24:5,6. Rising from the
dead and ascending into Heaven as a
perfect Man, He became the “forerunner”
(Hebrews 6:20) into Heaven for all who believe
in His atoning blood. What a marvelous
rescue operation!
When Satan confronted Jesus after a 40-day
fast, the Lord Jesus did not respond as God
but as perfect Man. We read, “God cannot
be tempted with evil . . .” James 1:13. But
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Jesus is God, and Jesus was tempted.
Notice how He responded to Satan’s
temptation - “If [since] Thou be the Son of
God, command that these stones be made
bread.” Jesus answered Satan: “Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God”
Matthew 4:3,4. In this, He gave an example for
believers facing temptation by quoting the
Word of God - “It is written.”
Likewise, when tempted, we too should
quote the Word of God, “There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it” 1 Corinthians 10:13.
So what is the way to escape that God has
provided for you and me? “The name of
the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous
run into it, and are safe” Proverbs 18:10.
Peace of mind is available to any whose
faith is rooted in the promises of God and
centered in the person of Christ!
Only hours before the Lord Jesus was
crucified, He prayed, “Father, the hour is
come” John 17:1. Previously at the wedding
feast in Cana, the Lord Jesus diffused His
mother’s expectations to establish His
kingdom on Earth by saying, “Mine hour
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is not yet come” John 2:4. Many momentous
hours had dawned on the dial of time before
this anticipated hour when Jesus would
hang on the cross. This hour would be the
hour of all hours, when the unthinkable,
unprintable, filthiness of Hell would surge
across His spotless soul.
As the Lord Jesus hung on the cross in
incomprehensible pain, and after His
precious blood had been shed, He
dismissed His Spirit as a king would
dismiss a servant. Then with a loud voice
He cried, “It is finished” John 19:30. His
work of redemption was completed.
There is nothing we can do to add to this
“Finished Work,” and there is absolutely
nothing that Satan can do to take away from
that fact! But the shedding of the blood of
Jesus was not only God’s provision for the
cleansing of our sinful heart; it also was for
the conquest of Satan.
Satan expressed his unholy ambition when
he said, “I will ascend above the heights of
the clouds; I will be like the most High”
Isaiah 14:14. Praise God, there is no possibility
Satan can fulfill his arrogant ambition – he
is a vanquished foe.
However, Satan continues to be full of
wrath against God’s children. He knows
Heaven has been opened for believers, and
he also knows that his doom is certain. In
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resentful anger, he continues to rage against
those who are bound for Heaven.
Before Satan’s ultimate demise, God has
given him a long rope for him to create
havoc. When this includes attacks on
believers, the believer’s faith is tested and
proved even as gold is refined by fire.
Praise the Lord at such times God has made
provision for our victory over Satan: “They
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb,
and by the word of their testimony; and
they loved not their lives unto the death”
Revelation 12:11. This provision is today
available for every believer - it is by our
cleansing by His precious blood; by the
bold confession of our lips; and by the total
consecration of our life.
No, we do not fight a fight that can be lost;
we enjoy a victory that Jesus won over
2,000 years ago!
However, before the glorious day when the
Lord Jesus will return and sway the scepter
of universal empire, He continues to seek
and save lost men, women, boys and girls.
He said, “I came to seek and to save that
which was lost” Mathew 18:11. At our new
birth experience, the Lord Jesus Christ
takes up His residence in our hearts. He is
the only Soul Winner. Our fellowship with
Him
sometimes
produces
“light
afflictions.”
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A young lady, with several nursing degrees,
felt the call of the Lord on her life.
Resigning her hospital position, she
withdrew her insurance money to pay for a
year’s Bible training in Paris, France.
Returning to England, she accepted a senior
administrative position in a British hospital.
At age 26, with bright prospects for her
future nursing career, God had other plans.
One day in the course of her administrative
oversight, she fell and suffered severe
spinal complications. Taken by ambulance
to a surgical hospital, the doctor attempted
to manipulate her spine under anesthetic.
The result was disastrous. She was told that
she would never walk or work again and
was left in excruciating pain.
Lying on her bed at home with a spinal
plaster cast from head to groin, she
developed a blood clot. In this further
medical crisis, she was greatly comforted
by reading, “The Lord will perfect that
which concerneth me, Thy mercy O Lord
endureth forever” Psalm 138:8.
Three months later a Christian business
associate of her brother, together with
church elders, anointed her with oil in
obedience to the Biblical injunction found
in James 5:14. Gradually, and with
continued pain, she became more mobile
and informed her doctor that she would
apply for a local administrative nursing
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position. He replied, “That is impossible.
You can try it for a day, but you will find,
in your state of health, you will not be able
to continue.”
In the course of her hospital duties, a
business friend opened a new factory
annexed with a sport’s center to reach
young people for Christ. The dedication of
the new building would be accompanied by
an evangelistic message. She took that
opportunity to invite members of the
hospital staff. Sadly, one after another
refused her invitation. So, undeterred, she
hired a bus and announced that it would run
from the hospital directly to the Dedication
Ceremony. “I can only allow a limited
number of seats for the doctors, for the
nurses and for the other hospital
employees.” On the night of the special
meeting the bus was full!
That night an Indian Hindu doctor came to
know the Lord Jesus as his personal Savior.
It was suggested that she take him to a wellknown church in London for spiritual
follow-up. She did and in doing so, was
introduced to me! Four months later,
Dorothy and I were married!
Since then for fifty six years, Dorothy has
been my prayer warrior, my encourager,
my tidy-upper, and my ministry colleague.
Now through translation, she daily shares
the Word of God in six different languages
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with great fruitfulness to African nationals.
Praise the Lord for His enabling grace and
tender mercies! “I have created the smith
that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that
bringeth forth an instrument for his work”
Isaiah 54:16.

The well-known Bible teacher, the late
Campbell Morgan, recorded his invitation
to a young man to preach in his pulpit. He
said, “He was fresh out of college and a
brilliant preacher.” After the service, he
said to his wife, “Wasn’t that wonderful?”
“Yes,” she replied. “But it will be more
wonderful when he has suffered.” Later
Morgan recorded how the young preacher
suffered greatly and his preaching became
even more wonderful!
John Bunyan chose to ignore the authorities
when they told him to stop witnessing for
Christ and continued to “gossip the
Gospel.” As a result he was imprisoned for
12 years. Regularly he was taken to the
Market Square, put in stocks, and from a
jeering crowd, his bare feet were pelted
with rotten eggs.
Later writing of this experience, John
Bunyan testified, “I never had so great an
insight into the Word of God. As I read the
Bible, thoughts began to multiply as sparks
that from the fire do fly. Were it lawful for
me, I could pray for greater trouble for
greater comfort sake!”
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We read in the book of Acts that Saul was
traveling on the road to Damascus to
persecute Christians. On the way, he was
arrested by a blinding light and became
conscious that he was in the presence of
God. Ascertaining this was none other than
Jesus of Nazareth, he fell on his face and
said, “Lord what would Thou have me to
do?” The Lord told Saul, who then became
Paul, that he was a chosen vessel and
warned him “how great things he must
suffer for My name’s sake” Acts 9:16.
The prospect of future suffering is always
foreboding and most of us do anything to
avoid pain, but Paul faithfully embraced the
call of the risen Christ, and subsequently
endured much suffering.
After Paul had suffered many afflictions, he
testified they were light in comparison to
his anticipated weight of glory.
What were the afflictions that Paul
considered to be “light”? They were:
sufferings of mind, heart and body,
anguish, beatings, distresses, fastings,
labors, perils, persecutions, stripes,
sufferings, tears, tumults, weaknesses,
shipwrecks, and also dangers from robbers
2 Corinthians 11:23 – 27.

Today these intense sufferings of Paul are a
source of great encouragement for those
who themselves go through pain and
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suffering. Paul testified, “For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory” 2 Corinthians 4:17.
How can glory be ‘weighed’? When the
magnificent temple built by Solomon was
completed, we read “the house was filled
with a cloud, even the house of the Lord;
so that the priests could not stand to
minister by reason of the cloud; for the
glory of the Lord had filled the house of
God” 2 Chronicles 5:13,14. According to
Young’s Concordance, the Hebrew word
for glory is “kabed,” meaning “heavy.” So
we see an interesting parallel between light
affliction and weight of glory.
The value of a newly hewn, block of marble
is minimal, but when Michelangelo
chiseled and shaped a block of marble, it
became the magnificent and priceless
sculpture of King David. This sculpture is
still admired today by many people.
The value of a thing is not determined by
its rudimentary stage but by its final stage.
Any chiseling that, in His love, the Lord
allows in the life of the believer, is
purposed to develop their spiritual capacity
of faith and thanksgiving in a way that
could not be accomplished when life is
routinely comfortable. “All that will live
godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer
persecution” 2 Timothy 3:12.

12

We do know “when He shall appear, we
shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as
He is” 1 John 3:2. However, there is a
difference between our likeness to Him and
our capacity to worship Him. This capacity
is developed on Earth particularly in times
of trial and testing. It will then be
crystalized in heaven. So it is true to say,
our capacity to worship will be then what it
is becoming now.
God promises that “all things work
together for good to them that love God.”
He then explains His purpose in ‘all things.’
It is that we may be conformed to the
image of His Son” Roman 8:28, 29. Sadly
many people wilt in self-pity at the first
approach of emotional or physical pain not
realizing these testings are all part of His
loving purpose for an expanded capacity to
worship Him.
Distressful circumstances can be part of
God conforming us to the image of His Son.
In trials, Self says, “Pity me!” Unbelief
asks, “Why does this happen to me?” But
Faith says, “Thank You.” “I can’t, but HE
never said I could. HE can, and HE always
said HE would.” Ian Thomas.
In her distressing circumstances, Mrs.
Silence chose to give thanks, in everything
knowing “this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you” 1 Thessalonians 5:18.
She and her husband had 13 precious
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children, eight of whom were adopted. To
keep such a large family on a limited
income, they built a suitable home on a
small holding of land. Working the land the
boys were kept out of mischief!
One Sunday evening, Mrs. Silence was
unwell and thought it best to stay home.
Thinking this would be a poor testimony to
her family, she and her husband decided to
take all 13 children with their Bibles to
church. Returning home, they were
horrified to discover their house with all its
contents had been burnt to the ground.
Mrs. Silence walked around the ashes in
grief and shock. “Mummy,” said one little
boy, “You’ve always told us to be thankful
in everything, and I don’t think you are
thankful, are you?”
“What have we to be thankful for?” asked
the mother.
“Mother, we nearly didn’t go to church
tonight, and the fireman said, if anyone had
been in the house, they would have been
burned to death. And we still have one
another. Isn’t that something to be thankful
for? And we still have our Bibles. Isn’t that
something to be thankful for?” Then the
whole family knelt down and thankfully
sang praises to God.
Praise the Lord whatever our personal
afflictions may be, they are very light in
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comparison to the eternal weight of glory
that awaits us.
Whether grief and loneliness at the loss of
a loved one, or personal distress when
cherished hopes crumble, or when a
wayward child persists in a life-threatening
habit, or even if the word, “cancer” falls
from the lips of the doctor leading to
physical pain and distress, the “thank-you”
of faith will bring peace to our troubled
hearts.
“For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us” Romans 8:18. When trouble
comes, we might not ‘feel’ thankful.
God promises His help: “Likewise the
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we should pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit Himself maketh
intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered” Romans 8:26.
When sun falls upon wax it softens, but
when sun falls upon clay, it hardens. The
difference is not in the sun but in the
substance upon which the sun falls! When
pain comes to some people, their heart is
softened towards God whereas other people
become resentful and self-pitying.
Whatever suffering the Lord may allow in
the life of a born-again believer, we know
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it was all ordained of God for spiritual
blessing and development.
The Lord Jesus prayed “. . . as Thou,
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they
also may be one is Us . . . and the glory
[Doxa from which the word doxology is
derived] which Thou gavest Me, I have
given them” John 17: 21,22. Transmuted
glory! Hallelujah!
“When I stand before the Throne, clothed
in rightness [righteousness and glory] not
my own; When I see Thee as Thou art;
Love Thee with unsinning heart; Then Lord
shall I fully know, Not ‘til then, how much
I owe.” Robert Mc Cheyne
Who is the first person you look forward to
seeing when you arrive in Heaven? The late
Dr. Howard Ferrin said, “When I arrive in
Heaven, All that I expect to see of God the
Father will be in and through the glorified
humanity of the risen Lord Jesus Christ!”
Yes, the Lord Jesus “is the image of the
invisible God” Colossians 1:15
When we see Him as the Lamb sitting upon
the Throne, clothed in His righteousness
and glory, we will be unafraid and
unashamed even in the presence of His
eternal holiness. I, for one, will gladly join
the elders and will fall flat on my face to
worship the only true and living God. What
a wonderful day that will be for believers!
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Finish then Thy new creation,
Pure and spotless may we be;
Let us see Thy great salvation,
Perfectly restored in Thee!
Changed from glory into glory,
‘Til in heaven we take our place,
‘Til we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise.
Charles Wesley

Spiritual Check-up
1. Do I meet my problems by faith
in the Lord Jesus or by independent
action?
2. When trouble strikes do I first
wait before the Lord in quietness and
confidence or do I become anxious
and self-motivated?
3. Am I available 24/7 to be a
witness for Christ regardless of the
consequences or does the fear of
man get me all tangled up?
4. In my life, is the praise of men
more important than the glory of the
Lord Jesus?

